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Title: Sense of Belonging, Community and Engagement in Exiled Queerhood 

Description: The data was collected for the doctoral thesis Queer in Exile and Exile in Queer 

(Ali 2023c) between 2020-2022 from fieldwork participant observation at a queer support 

group hosted by Helsinki Pride Yhteisö. The data were collected from meetings, recreational 

activities and public events of the group every second week. Each meeting lasted for about 3 

hours, and notes were taken of participants’ activities and statements during the meetings. 

This was followed up by reflection and elaboration on these after the meetings. The focus 

was on narratives of belonging and community among participants: how these play out in 

everyday relations at the community center and the support group in lay encounters and low-

key conversations and how participants narrate and mobilize this in their mundane life in 

Finland and in encounters with state officials. 

Date of Data Collection: June 2020 – June 2022 

Keywords: Queer Exile, LGBTQ organizations, Refugees, Asylum Seekers, Migration 

Author: Ali Ali, Åbo Akademi University, Faculty of Art, Psyhcology and Theology and 

University of Helsinki, The Swedish School of Social Sciences 
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Preservation of the data: The data is preserved meanwhile three texts are being written as a 

spin spinoff of the doctoral studies. Previously the data were stored on University of Helsinki 

servers. Now the data are anonymized on a personal computer meanwhile texts are 

finalized.As per agreement with the participants and the gatekeepers (and as stated during the 

ethical review procedures statement number: 55/2020), the data will be deleted and will not 

be available for the public. 
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